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[ŜǘΩǎ DǊƻǿ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ

ÅResponse to decline in U.S. sheep 
numbers
ÅDrop 1-2% each year

Å402 million lbsof lamb consumed 
in 2021
ÅAlmost 70% of lamb consumed is 

imported

ÅFocus on growing the US sheep 
flock



On the Ground ςProducing more Lamb
ÅCollect DNA (tissue) samples and 

tag rams & lambs ς5 ranches

Å¦ǎŜ {ǳǇŜǊƛƻǊΩǎ CƭƻŎƪ рп ǘŜǎǘ

ÅDetermine parentage of lambs

ÅFocus on market lambs

ÅAttribute lamb carcass qualities 
to rams



Ranch A Ranch B Ranch C Ranch D Ranch E

Flock size Large Large Small Large Large

Breeds of Rams Black and White-

face

White-face Black-face Composite Black and White-

face

Ram:EweRatio 1:10 1:35 1:30-35 1:50 1:40

Average Lamb Crop145% 130% 140-150% 145-150% 115%

Length of Breeding 

Season

75 days 75 days 62 days 120 days 185 days

AvgWeaning 

Weights

85-110 lbs 70-95 lbs 60 lbs (110-115 

days; ~4 mos)

105-110 lbs (4-7 

mos)

110-115 lbs

¦ǎŜ 9L5ΩǎYes Yes ςon maternal 

flock

Yes ςon all animals No No

Traits tracked with 

9L5Ωǎ

None Health, pregnant vs. 

open, twins, wool 

microns

Disease, BCS, 

vaccines, wormers, 

dam of lambs 

n/a n/a

About the Producers



RAMS LAMBS

Males Females Parentage    Carcass

TOTAL COLLECTED  2963 305 1669 989 2658                  545

Ranch A 62 662 7 606 (63) 209

Ranch B 37 423 406 796 (33) 315 (21)

Ranch C 6 36 44 80 (0) 0

Ranch D 12 331 310 623 (19F) 0

Ranch E 11 217 222 149 (74) 0

TOTAL ANALYZED 128 1452 989 2254 524

Samples Collected



All Five Ranches

Ranch B Ranch C

Ranch D Ranch A

Ranch E



Flock Variation: Meat v.s. Wool breeds 

Ranch B

Ranch D

Ranch A

Rambouillet

4-way composites
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Number of Ram Lambs Per Sire ïRanch A

Top ten most 

prolific 

breeders sired 

55% of lambs 

submitted

669 lambs 

submitted 

606 (91%) matched 

to sires

83 Possible Sires

62 Rams with 

identified progeny

Ram to Ewe 

Ratio

1:10


